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NUMBER XVIII. 
To be continuedsevery Saturvay. Price Twe-pence Halfpenny. 


Quis eft enim, cui non bec templa, afpeus urbis, poffefio libertatis, lux 
denique hac ipfa, et boc commune patria folum, cum fit carum, tum vero 
dulce atque jucundum ? CicERo. 


a 


SATURDAY, September 


HE politicians who daily and weekly oblige 
the world, with their ideas touching the pre- 
fent pofture of affairs, and particularly the ne- 
gotiation for the peace, which is fuppoied to 
be upon the carpet, put me in mind of the 
fable of the prayers preferred to Jupiter. One 
petitioned for rain, and another for dry wea- 
ther; a third for the continuation of froft; a 
fourth for a f{peedy thaw ; a fifth for a foutherly wind; and a 
fixth for a northerly gale, according as the particular intereft of 
each fuggefted the fupplication; fo that it was impoffible to com- 
ply with all their requefts, without reconciling contradictions, and 
unhinging the whole order of things. 

SIMILAR is the cafe of thofe who, at this juncture, publith 
their remonftrances to the miniftry, with one confiderable difte- 
rence, however; inftead of praying, they proteft ; inftead of of- 
fering their opinions, they convey inftructions; and far from ac- 
quiefcing in the meafures of government, claim it as aright to 
controul the adminiftration. Some of thefe wife and worthy pa- 
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triots declaim againft the peace, out of hatred to the peace-makers, 
without pretending to know the ceffions that have been offered, or 
the terms which are impofed. Others infift upon our profecuting 
the war, until our allies have received entire fatisfaction, and Great 
Britain is indemnified for the monftrous expence fhe has under- 
one. 

. One gentleman propofes that we fhould leave the Wolf in Ger- 
many, withdraw our forces from that continent, hold faft the con- 
quetts we have made, and exclude our enemies from all future bene- 
fit of navigation. For my own part, I fo far adhere to this opinion, 
that if we could put an honourable end to the enormous charge 
incurred by a fruitlefs war in Germany, I would freely give my 
vote for retaining as many of our conquelts in the Weft Indies, and 
other parts of the globe, as we could poffibly keep with any pro- 
{pect of advantage to the nation, even tho’ we fhould be obliged to 
profecute hoftilities for feven years longer : but if our M—s fhould 
embrace this propofal of leaving the Wolf in Germany ; how 
fhall they be fcreened from the refentment, the,howling, and the 
teeth of fiercer wolves at home, which have already opened again{t 
them, on the fuppofition thatour G—n connections may be pof- 
fibly renounced? In what manner ‘will they filence the clamour 
raifed by the partifans of that mighty ftatefman, who brightened 
and ftrengthened that glorious chain; that chain which he had fo 
long endeavoured to depreciate and difunite ? 

SHOULD we leave the Wolf in Germany, and fhake the annual 
burden of fix or feven millions from our fhoulders, how will thofe 
guardians of our honour exclaim againft the bafenefs, the perfidy, 
the infamy of abandoning fuch precious allies? And here it may 
not be amifs to vindicate myfelf from an imputation which has 
been thrown upon me by a fet of writers, whofe calumny has ap- 
peared in every fhape of malice and of falfhood. It was affirmed 
in one of the papers of the Briton, that no nation was fuppofed 
capable of entering into a treaty repugnant to its own intereft and 
prefervation; and that every nation had a natural right to with- 
draw itfelf from an alliance, when the purpofe of that engage- 
ment was fulfilled or fruflated ; when the ally reaped all the pro- 
fit, and fuftained none of the lofs refulting from the confederacy, 
and proudly rejected all equitable terms of accommodation. Thefe 
are the affertions for which the Briton has been branded as a vio- 
later of the moft facred ties, as an encourager of perfidy, anda 
profefied enemy of good faith. . Howfoever I may defpife the 
rancour of thefe malignant fcribblers, who are hackneyed in the 
ways of obloquy and abufe, it may be neceflary to clear myfelf in 
the opinion of other well-meaning people, not converfant with 
fubjects of this nature, who have fuffered themfelves to be pre- 
poflefied by mifreprefentation. With this view, I thall only ob- 
ferve, that the maxims in queftion, are adopted by all the au- 
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thors that ever wrote upon the law of nature and nations; and that 
they are founded on the bafis of eternal equity and truth. If a 
man fhould give an eftate of five hundred pounds a year for a 
child’s rattle, or engage to pay twenty thoufand pounds for a 
hog's-ftye not worth ten fhillings, and his heir refufe to execute 
the contract, would not any court of equity uphold him in his re- 
fufal, and declare the bargain null and of no effeét, taking it for 
granted, that the contractor muft have been nom compos mentis, 
otherwife he could not poflibly have fubfcribed to an agreement 
fo detrimental to himfelf and his family ? If this confideration pre- 
vails in the cafe of an individual, how much more ftrongly ought 
it to operate, when the intereft and prefervation of a whole king- 
dom are at ftake? Ifa weak Prince fhould be fo far over-reached 
as to bind himfelf by treaty, to pay an exorbitant tribute or fub- 
fidy, to an ambitious neighbour, and maintain an army of one 
hundred thoufand men for his convenience, without ftipulating 
any advantage in return for his own people, who are to bear the 
load of this unneceflary expence, would not the fucceflor of 
that weak Prince have an undoubted right to withdraw himfelf 
from this treaty, as a fraudulent engagement, difhonourable to his 
throne, and deftructive to his kingdom, of itfelf null and of no 
effect, becaufe totally deftitute of that reciprocality of intereft 
which ought to be the cement of every alliance, and directly tend- 
ing to the difgrace, detriment, and ruin of one of the contracting 
parties? If every ftate has not this internal right, to confult its own 
fafety and prefervation, what would be the confequence? The 
ambitious ally finding his account in the war, would reject all 
equitable terms of pacification, and profecute his conquefts from 
one acquifition to another, at the expence of his confederate, un- 
til that confederate fhould be entirely exhaufted, both of wealth 
and credit, and left naked, asa prey to the firft enemy that fhould 
take the advantage of his diftrefs. This is the fum of the doc- 
trine broached by the Briton, which hath attracted fo much con- 
tumely and abufe, from thofe who have proved themfelves adver- 
faries to loyalty, decency, truth, and found argument; and I 
leave it to the few who judge with accuracy, and decide with 
candour, to pronounce whether my affertions were fubverfive of 
all political honefty and good faith, or falutary maxims dictated by 
the law of nature, and eftablifhed by the confent of all civilized 
nations. 
Ir thefe dedutions therefore are confonant to reafon, we have 
an undubitable right, not only to feparate ourfelves from the en- 
ement with P—a, but even to recal our forces from Weftpha- 
lia: but this right is to be exerted fo as to preferve the honour of 
the nation, and confult the fafety of our troops. ‘Towards the 
firft confideration, fome facrifice ought no doubt to be made in fa- 


vour of thofe allies, whom a former ad——n hath hung ae 
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the neck of Great Britain: accordingly it may be taken for grant- 
ed, that their interefts will not be neglected in the negotiation for 
peace: but fhould we abruptly abandon thofe G—n allies ; fhould 
we throw away the fcabbard, declare eternal war againft France, 
and attempt to withdraw our troops from W—ph—a; any per- 
fon of common difcernment, may perceive the imminent hazard 
they muft run, by retreating in the face of an enemy five times 
their number, by feparating from the army of their allies, exafpe- 
rated to fee them(felves thus abandoned and expofed to the rage and 
refentment of a victorious foe. Would not they be tempted to re- 
peat the manceuvre of his P—n Majefty, who firft difarmed the 
$S—ns, and then prefled them into the fervice ? Would not they 
be under the neceflity of accepting terms from the French King 
at a minute’s warning, and even declare themlelves his good friends 
and allies, as they did immediately after the convention of Clofter- 
Severn? Inthat cafe, would not they naturally concur with him 
in barrafling, attacking, and deftroying the Britith forces? In or- 
der to prevent this damage and difgrace, to difentangle our coun- 
try from the labyrinth of G—n connections, with credit and deli- 
beration, it hath been found neceflary to put an end to the cala- 
mities of war, by a general pacification, in which the utmoft at- 
tention will be paid to our own intereft, as well as to that of all 
our allies; in which the original defign of the war will be ef- 
fectually anfwered, many valuable conquefts annexed to the domi- 
nion, and a number of advantages ftipulated for the commerce of 
Great Britain. 

Wirn refpect to the fcheme of univerfal conqueft, either by 
fea or Jand, nothing could be more prepofterous in any trading 
nation, and nothing more impracticable for this in particular: I 
willeven venture to affirm, that we cannot keep all the acquifi- 
tions we have made, with any regard to the true intereft of our 
country. The number of people in Great Britain and Ireland, by 
the beit, and late{t computations, does not exceed eight millions, 
and this number had been gradually, tho’ very perceptibly de- 
creafing from the beginning of this century, even during a period 
of profound peace. One third of the land in thefe kingdoms lies 
waite and uncultivated; fothat if agriculture and commerce were 
carried to that extent, of which they are capable, they would 
maintain more than double the prefent number of inhabitants, It. 
isan eternal truth, that the itrength and riches of every nation, 
increafe in proportion to the number of induftrious hands, until 
the different branches of huibandry, trade, and manufacture, fhall 
be over-ftocked. If therefore there was a vaft deficiency of people 
before the war; if the wafte was greater than the increafe, from 
the lots fuftained by navigation, and migration in times of peace 
and plenty ; what additional havock muft have been made in the 
courte of a long and fanguinary war, profecuted at one time in the 
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‘four quarters of the globe ? and how is it poffible, that thus re- 
duced in point of number, we can, confiftent with the true intereft 
of our country, afford fuch confiderable fupplies of men, as would 
‘be fufficient to maintain all the countries and iflands which we 
have wrefted from the enemy? When we confider the extent of 
our conquefts in North America, ftretching above twelve hundred 
leagues from the banks of the St. Laurence to the Mitliffippi, 
peopled by new fubjects, indifpofed to our dominion from nati- 
onal as well as religious averfion, and furrounded by innumerable 
nations of fierce ‘Indians, whom it will be abfolutely neceffary to 
over-awe and reftrain by a chain of ftrong forts and garrifons: 
when we refle&t upon the great expence of men that will be re- 
quired for retaining Martinique, Guadaloupe, Senegal, and Go- 
ree; and remember the fhocking mortality that rages among Eu- 
ropeans in thofe unhealthy climates; we muft furely own, that 
the retention of all our conquefts, tho’ perhaps attended with fome 
immediate advantage in point of wealth, would, in a great mea- 
fure, conduce to the depopulation of our mother-country, and of 
confequence turn out avery grievous misfortune. | 

In favour of the fcheme for conqueft, I have heard the ex- 
amples of the Carthaginians and the Romans alledged. But thete 
are unfortunate examples: for all the world knows, that thofe two 
flourifhing nations were ruined by their thirft of dominion. The 
Romans, fenfible that great acquifitions were not to be made and 
retained without vaft {upplies of people, took every method to 
augment the number of their citizens. They naturalized all the 
ftates of Italy; they admitted to the fame sd the Grecian 
commonwealth, with great part of Spain, Gaul, and Germany, 
where they fettled colonies, built trading cities, eftablifhed the 
Roman laws, and introduced the Latin language. By thefe means 
they had infinite refources of men, which enabled them to extend 
and aggrandize their empire, until it funk by its own weight. 
Their governors of remote provinces affected independence; and 
all their refources of men proved ineffectual to refift the torrent 
of their enemies, tho’ thefe enemies were barbarians, fo much in- 
ferior to them in arts and military difcipline. But how is Great 
Britain qualified to make or retain extenfive conquefts? She has no 
fuch refervoir of men—She has but an handful of people, daily di- 
minifhing; and inftead of ftrengthening our numbers by natura- 
lizing foreigners, we feem rather inclined to weaken our own 
hands ftill further, by affecting a difunion with a whole nation of 
our fellow-fubjects, whom, fome among us, have fpared no far- 
cafms, no abufe, no falfhood, to provoke and exatperate, Betides, 
we have not to do with barbarous nations, without art, policy, 
riches, or connection. We number among our enemies the moft 
formidable powers in Europe, and we are watched with jealous 


eyes by the reft, as a proud encroaching people, intoxicated ae 
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fuccefs, and afpiring at commercial defpotifm, impatient of rival- 
fhip and competition. 
WE will therefore do well to confider, whether it is moft eli- 
gible to protract the miferies of mankind, to keep conquefts which 
we have not hands to retain; to profecute the war by which we 
are already exhaufted; to tempt the inconftancy of fuccefs; to 
excite the jealoufy and diftruft of all our neighbours ; perhaps, to 
hazard a confederacy againft us by all the maritime ftates of Eu- 
rope; or to puta ftop to the effufion of human blood; to eafe 
ourfelves of the load of a ruinous war, which we can no longer 
bear without the moft imminent danger of being entirely crufhed; 
to facrifice a little of our fuperfluity to this important confidera- 
tion; to turn our fwords into plough-fhares and pruning-hooks, to 
enjoy the cafe, the dignity, the comforts of a fafe, honourable, 
and advantageous peace—There is no room for hefitation—— Let 
us lay all prejudice, all party afide: let us unite as Britons, as 
fellow-fubjects, and fellow-citizens. Let us defpife and deteft 
thofe parricides who have endeavoured to kindle the flames of civil 
difcord in the bowels of their country. Let us depend upon the 
aternal affection of a virtuous Sovereign, who can have no views 
diftinct from the intereft and happinefs of his people. Let us de- 
pend upon the care and fidelity of an honeft minifter, who is en- 
gaged by every tie of loyalty, of honour, and of intereft, to pro- 
mote the patriot defigns of his Mafter, to confult the glory and 
welfare of the nation. Finally, let us acquiefce in the delibera- 
tions and determinations of a Council, compofed of men eminent 
for their wifdom and integrity, who by their rank and underftand- 
ing, are qualified for the office of advifing their Prince, and by 
their extenfive property, unalienably attached to the intereft and 


concerns of the people. 


( Zo be continued. ) 
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